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TO THE 


Rr. HON. CHARLES JAMES FOX. 


1. 


Perfectly coincide with: you in the picture 

1 which, in the exordium of your ſpeech, you 
have drawn of the awful importance of the pre- 
ſent moment: my opinion is in uniſon with your's, 
when you ſtate, that Parliament is aſſembled at the 
moſt critical and momento} criſis, not only that has 
been ever known in the fate of this country, but 
ever read of in the hiftory of this country,—=a criſis, * 
not merely intereſlins to ourſelves and to our orb con- 
dition, but to all nations and to all men ; and that upon 
the conduct of Parliament, in this criſis, depends, not 
merely the fate of the Britiſh Conſtitution, but of doc- 
trines which go to the happineſs and well-being, I beg 
leave to add, or to the corruption and final de- 
gradation, of all human kind. At the ſame time 
khat I agree with you in this deſcription, I am 
B . con- 


6283 


concerned to ſay, that I conſider the infergnces 


which you have drawn, to be erroneous; the 
propofitions which you have boldly advanced, 


to be ill founded; and the principles which you 


have eſtabliſhed, to be of the moſt alarming and 
| pernicious tendency. The intereſt which every 
individual, however obſcure, bears inthe general 
ſafety, —the right every citizen has (in this 
country, I mean, where, thank God, the real 
rights of men exiſt) to canvaſs the doctrines of 


public men, and to expole their danger, render 


an apology unneceſſary for the freedom I ſhall 
_ uſe in my addreſs to you, on .the preſent occa- 
ſion. 


I beg leave, however, to mention the reaſon 
"which has moſt forcibly prompted me to un- 


dertake this ungrateful taſk. During the ab- 


ſence of your great competitor, you thought an 
opportunity preſented itſelf to carry the thunder 


of war into the ranks of your enemies, and you 
imagined, no doubt, to overwhelm your adver- 
ſaries with confuſion, and to cruſh them with 
your proweſs. The glowing eloquence of a 

Burke, — the honourable and virtuous exertions 
of a Wyndham, —the clear and perſuaſive logic 


of a Dundas, defeated your attack, and the vic- 
tory of the Miniſter was crowned by an unpre- 


| cedented majority. We have, therefore, nothing 


to 


1 


to apprehend from your influence in the Houſe 


of Commons; but we have a great deal to dread 
from the impreſſions you may make on the peo- 
; ple out of doors. A morning print, u hich re- 
ports parliamentary deliberations at the greateſt 


length, and which, 1 believe, is one of the moſt 


popular vebicles of political tranſactions, has 
given your ſpeeches with energy, and totally 
omitted an anſwer which was made to one of 


them by Mr. Burke. 


4 


Your frneches, moreover, Sir, have been re- 


vived by. means of the preſs, and faiſe infinua- 


tions and unfounded aſſertions, ſanctioned by the 
weight of your name, have gone forth to the 


world, calculated to calumniate Adminiſtration, 


to encourage faction, and to poiſon the minds 


of the people. I am ſincere when I aſſure you, 
that I do not attribute any finiſter views to you 
in the ſpeeches which you delivered; but I 


conceive that, under the preſent circumſtances, 


| they are likely to produce the moſt pernicious 


effects. In diſcuſſing his Majeſty's ſpeech, you 


claimed the privilege of a ſenator, and declared 
that there was not one fact aſſerted in it which was 
not falſe: claiming to myſelf, Sir, the privilege 
of a citizen, in diſcuſſing of your ſpeech, I de- 
clare it as my opinon, that there is not one aſ- 
ſertion that 1s not groundleſs, — not one principle 
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that is not hoſtile to good government; and that 


you have publiſhed 7hree-penny-worth of miſrepre- 


ſentation, and ot doctrines teeming with mit- 


chief. On any other occaſion, Sir, and under 
other circumſtances, I ſhould ſhrink with awe 


from the idea of meeting you in conteſt; but 


animated with the conſcience of recitude,— 
covered with the ſhield, of conviction, I need 


aſſume no falſe brow of bravery to combat glit- 


tering aſſertions without edge, and declamation 
without ſtamina, _ 5555 


You treat as idle the fears entertained by his 


Majeſty's Miniſters, of the danger which menaces 
the late from the ſeditious practices of many 
individuals, and proclaim falſe the affertion of 
riots, and acts of inſurretion having been ex- 
| cited under various pretexts, Sir, 4. conclude | 


from the firſt part of this aſſertion, that you are 
ignorant of the exertions mace by many evil. 


intentioned and diſaffected individuals to taint 
the minds of the people with falſe notions of 
equality; or you are ſo inexperienced in the go- 
vernment of a people as to imagine, that theſe 
exertions are beſt baffled by ſupineneſs and inat- 
tention; or elſe, God forbid it ſhould be the caſe, 
knowing that a ferment exiſts, —knowing that 


this ferment, if not allayed by the moſt ſteady 


vigilance, may rage with the moſt deſtructive 


fury 


"x 
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fury, you wiſh to cloſe our eyes to our danger, 


and rock our minds to the ſlumbers of a fatal 


ſecurity. Every man knows, that not only ob- 
ſcure individuals, but men forming themſelves 


into ſocieties, have declared their abhorrence of 


kingly government, and deputed their ambaſſa- 
dors to pay homage to a ſavage Convention, 


and crave its ali:ſtance to eſtabliſh democracy in 


this country, that a public ſubſcription has 
been opened to ſupply with arms a race of men, 


who have avowed to the univerſe their intention 
to overturn all monarchies, and reduce all na- 
tions under the yoke of a vile and crue! mobo- 
cracy. Every man knows that pamphlets, breath- 


ing the inflited ſyſtem of levellers, tending to 


render the lower claſſes of citizens diſcontented 
wich the ſituations which Providence has allotted 
them in life, libelling our free and happy con- 


ſtitution, inculcating doctrines ſubverſive of or- 


der, juſtice and religion, have been diſperſed 
throughout every part of the kingdom with un— 
remitted aſſiduity ;—every man knows that in 
Scotland the tone of petition has been dropped, to 
aſſume the ſtyle of rebellion. I know, Sir, that 


the Scotch have many grievances to complain of, 


and I humbly think that it would be politic and 


wiſe in our legiſlature to attend to, and redreſs 
them; but while I confeſs this, I cannot ap— 
prove of any ſeditious method, adopted by ſuf- 
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ferers, to utter their complaints, A claim may 


be reaſonable may be juſt; the language in 
whiz ir is2ſk:d for may be improper, may 
be illegal. In the country of which we are 
ſpeaking, I am afrzid the ſeeds of French cor- 
ruption are ſown: in that country has been 

erected the tree of liberty, whoſe poiſonous fruits 


have intoxicated the greater part of the conti= 
nent; on whoſe branch grows the fatal apple; the 
taſſe of which, evil ſerpents tell us, will inſpire. 


us with wiſdom; bu! which experience ought to 


convince thoſe who are not totally blind, dooms 


us to de Ali. 


Every man knows this to be the ſituation of 


Great Britain ; and who that avows it can arraign 
Adminiſtration for its activity, and confider the 


embodying of the Militia, and the ſummoning 
of Parliament, as unneceſſary or criminal acts? 
What, Sir! were "the ade Gin, to 

whoſe protection our properties, our lives are 
committed, to have erected no defence, when the 


enemy meditated an attack? With what feelings 
would our Cicero have met the ſenate, if he had 
waited till the Catalinian conſpiracy was tri- 
umpbant? But now, Sir, he can meet it without 
remorſe, without fear, —he can meet it with the 
conſolation of having diſcharged his duty to his 


King and to bis country ;—he can now ſay, dur- 


ing | 
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„ 
ing the receſs I have watched with vigilance 
and anxiety over the deareſt intereſts of the coun- 
try, l have averted the machinations of faction, 
—and now hope, with your aſſiſtar ce, to inſure 
tranquillity : this he can ſay with a ſafe conſci- 


ence ; and Parliament may, compatible with the 
duty they owe their conſtituents, acknowledge 
their obligations to him,—may decree that he | 
; has merited well of the nation, —and that under 
his guardian care, de 18 25 non eft deſperandum. 


The alarm, Sir, which has ſeized certain per- 
ſons, on account of the ſage precautions of go- 


vernment,—the illiberal abuſe which has been 
| beſtowed on the municipal magiſtrate for the 
firmneſs of his conduct, argues ſome cauſe for 
apprehenſion: the guiltleſs mind will appear 
undaunted before the moſt inquiſitorial tribunal ; 
but“ 1 doth Ju each 128 an officer.” . 


To you, Sir, all precautions appear needleſz, 


and you exclaim in triumph, where is the inſur- 


rection? Where is the inſurrection? is re-echoed 


by the faithful friends who have leaped with you 


into the gap in which you ſay vou ſtand. You 


confeſs, indeed, that you have heard of a tumult at 


Shields; of another at Leith; of ſome riot at Tur. 


mouth; and of ſomething of the fame nature at -erth 


and Dundee: but you ſay, Sir, that that riots 
B 4 merely 
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merely aroſe from the ſailors who wanted an in- 
creaſe of wages; and you aſk if there is a man 
in England who believes that they were actuated 
by a deſign to overthrow the Conſtitution?— 


This declamation, Sir, may impoſe upon ſome 
men in the heat and inadvertency of debate; but 
it carries no force with it in the moment of cool 


reflection. That the ſailors at Shields and Yar- 


mouth, and the other rioters at Perth and Dun- 
dee, had no other purpoſe in view but what they 


| avowed, I will grant you; but, Sir, do you 


imagine that there are not perſons who inſtigate, 
who foment theſe riots with widely different in- 
tentions? Permit me to recal to your memory 
the acquittal of the late Admiral Keppel: you, 


I believe, Sir, remember ſomething of the riots which 


_ enſued, What was the pretext ? nothing more 


innocent or even more praiſe-worthy the con- 


gratulating of a or / y friend upon his honourable 
acquittal. What was the cry? Keppel for ever! 


the brave, the gallant Keppel !—But what, Sir, 


were the conſequences? what were the deſigns 

of men whole views were not as pure as your 
own were? The burning of the houſes of the 
miniſters, —an attack upon the properties and 


lives of all citizens, not only of thofe who ſup- 


ported the adminiſtration, but of thoſe who felt 
an honeſt indignation at ſeeing the Britiſh flag 
tarniſhed and diſgraced, What, Sir, was the cry 
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in the diſgraceful year Eighty? No Popery !— 


The demolition of a Popiſh chapel was, indeed, 
the firſt act of violence —the burning of a maſs 


book was the ſignal ; but was not the Houſe of 
Commons ſurrounded by bandittis? were not 
its members inſulted, its deliberations ſuſpend- 
ed? were not the dwellings of men the moſt. 
illuſtrious by their virtues and talents, the firſt 
that were expoſed to the popular fury? were 
not our goals thrown open? was not the Bank 


invaded? was not London in conflagration? 
was not the ſtate tottering on the precipice of 


ruin ? Theſe, Sir, were the dreadful effects of 
riots then; and what they might be in the pre- 
ſent moment of political phrenzy it is ſhocking 
to think of. Sir, I am really ſurpriſed that you, 


that you who have ſome little experience of popular 
commotions, ſhould feel no anxiety at riots, be- 


cauſe you ſay they have no other purpoſe but 
the avowed one, which is not to overthrow the 


conſtitution. . Sir, I do not really imagine, how- 


ever unguarded they often are, that the moſt 
virulent democrats dare openly avow their real 


purpoſes : they will not ſay to the people, you 


muſt revolt againſt your King, againſt Parlia- 
ment; but they can aſſume various ſhapes, and 


adapt themſelves to various characters. To the 


ſailors at Yarmouth,—to the honeſt workmen in 


London, they can talk of the dearneſs of provi- 
ſions, 
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ſions, and the neceſſity, of courſe, of having their 


wages increaſed. To the middling claſſes of ſo- 
ciety they lament the weight of taxes, and now 


and then drop ſome hints of the pride of arif- 


tocracy, and of the rights of men, zwho ought to be 


equal by nature: To ſome moderate gentlemen, 


Sir, of your acquaintance, they can expatiate 


on unequal repreſentation, on the abuſes of 
penfions, and on the neceſſity of reform. Under 


_ theſe various pretexts, Sir, theſe ingenuous 
_ gentlemen can fan the coals of ſedition into a 
lame, which neither your abilities nor your tem- 
porizing qualities may be able to extinguiſh, — 
Let us turn our eyes to France, and we ſhall ſee 
the danger of not ſtifling commotions in their 
birth. From what we ſee, therefore, Sir, of the 
aſſociations which were formed in this country, 
carrying on treaſonable correſ nondencies, from 
the circulation of ſeditious pamphlets, from the 
riots which you admit to have exiſted in various 
parts of the kingdom; I do contend, that Admi- 
niſtration is praife-worthy for the ſteps they 
have taken; and that your aſſertions on this 
| head are, therefore, groundleſs. It now remains 
with me to point out how far I think the princi- 
ples you have laid down to be hoſlile to good 
government, and highly dangerous! in the preſent 


moment. 
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A BE: 
Though you avoid entering at length into the 
affairs of France, yet you cannot conceal your 
ſentiments on that head. The aſſertion made by 


the Hon. Gentleman who {ſeconded the motion 


of addreſs, (Mr.Wallace) that the dangerous ſpi- 


rit which exiſted in this country was manifeſted 
« by the drooping and dejected aſpect of many 
“ perſons, when the tidings of Dumourier's 
« ſurrender arrived in England,” you treat 
with peculiar ſeverity, admitting of your dejec- 
tion when you | heard of the retreat of Da- 
mourier ; you aſk if it 1s to be conſidered as a 


preference to republican doctrines. 


l do not, Sir, arrogate to W the province of 
the Deity, to judge of the hearts of men; I do 
not, therefore, Sir, ſay that every man who was 


dejected on the news of this ſurrender, was a le- 


veller and a republican : but ufing the faculties 


of reaſon which I enjoy, I ſay that every leveller 
and republican felt a gloomy dejection on the 
neus of the ſurrender; I ſay, every enemy to 
our conſtitution, leagued with foreigners to over- 
throw it, did wear the drooping aſpect of deſpon- 
depcy and of diſappointment. Judging, Sir, 


from my own feelings, I will go further, and I 
will ſay that every friend to jacier and to hu- 


manity did grieve, indeed, when he heard, not of 
Dumourier's retreat, but of his progreſs; when 
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he was aſſured, not of his ſurrender, but of his 
triumph. When theſe doleful tidings arrived, 
then, I ſincerely confeſs, I ſaw cauſe for melan- 
choly, and for dejection: but why, Sir? Was it 
becauſe I am an enemy to the liberties of man? 


Was it becauſe Jam the debaſed flave of deſpo- 


trim ? No, Sir, it was becauſe I am attached to 
the real happineſs and well-being of mam kind. 


| You tell us, ©& that combined armies entered 
« France, with which they had nothing to 


« do, to trample under foot every principle of 
ce juſtice and bumanity, and freedom, and true 


* 


* government z” and then you exclaim, “ that 


cc you ſee 1 in th e triumph of this conſpiracy, | 


« not merely the ruin of liberty in France, but 


&« the ruin of liberty iv England, —the ruin of 


« the liberty of man ;* ' and ſeeing this, you aſk, 
ce Tf any man, of true Britiſh feelings, can be 
& other than dejected, at hearing that the ar- 
4 mies of deſpotiſm bad triumphed over an 
. army fighting for liberty ?” Stating the caſe, 
Sir, as you have done, and ſeeing affairs in the 


light in which you wiſh to repreſent them, I 


_ anſwer, certainly No! But if, Sir, you had ſtated 
the cafe candidly and fairly, you would have 
' ſeen that the liberty of England,—that the li— 
berty of man had much mare to apprehend from 
the trivmph of republicans and atheiſts conſpir- 
ing 95 the gov ernment and religion of every 


nation, 
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nation. Every generous mind feels a ſy mpathe= 
tic intereſt in the cauſe which he thinks to be 


that of general liberty, and of general happineſs ; : 
and when an orator of your eloquence and abili- 


ties addrefles himſelf to the paſſions, the beſt 
hearts will be led aſtray, and the warmth of 


feeling will make them de! piſe the ſuggeſtions 
of the underſtanding. You, Sir, with the magic 


of eloquence, conjure up to our view ede 


armies entering into a country (from which they 


never received any injury or affront) to burn and 
pillage its town and citics, to murder its inha- 
| bitanrs, and enſlave its children ; and having ef- 
fected this, to ſub} agate the whole univerie, and 
bind all nations in their cha ins, — “ Ob! horrible, 

* horrible! moſt borrivle - Py — 


Then, Sir, you enkindle our compaſſion for a 


poor innocent nation, wantonly attacked, aſſailed by 


leagues of ruffans,—you excite our pity for a 
Poor, harmleſs rate, ſtruggling for their liberties, 


for their children, and for their houſhold gods, 
pro aris & focis! © Ob! "tis pitiful, "tis pitiful, "tis 
„ wondrous pitiful!” But, Sir, let us delcend 
from theſe flights of imagination, and let us 
tread the paths of fact; ;—on this ground, Sir, I 


am not afraid to meet you, — facts ſhall d drown 


the cries of deſpotiſm, of armed rufſians, of liberty, of 


the rights of men, © Tales full of ſound and fury, 
66 ſig- 
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te ſignifying nothing.” —I am not defirous to 
enter at length into the affairs of France; but a 
brief ſtatement of the origin of the preſent war 
on the continent, and of the nature of the attack 
made on France, I conceive neceſſary to guide 


the public opinion, and ſerving to the develope- 


ment of your political principles. France for 
fourteen centuries exiſted and flouriſhed under a 


monarchical government: —In the preſent en- 
lightened æra, ſome inſpired prophets aroſe, who 


taught the people that their anceſtors were all 
dupes, ideots, or madmen; they pronounced 
themſelves endowed with a ſupernatural miſſion, 
to declare that all kings were robbers and knaves, 


all prieſts cheats and 1mpoſtors, and to inſtruct 
the world that the true happineſs of mankind 
could only be built on the demolition of thrones, 


and the annihilation of religion; — e good French 
people received with docility theſe doctrines, and 
followed the leſſons of their new apoſtles. —Well, 


Sir, did the Emperor, did the King of Pruſſia, 
did any of the crowned ruſſians moleſt them in their 


worſhip, or interfere in any of their regulations ? 
No, Sir, but mark the ſequel !—Some pro- 
vinces, not French but German, Altace and 


Lorraine, were annexed to the crown of France 
by treaty. When, therefore, France choſe to 
make new regulations for herſeif, theſe Pro- 


vinces were certainly not bound by them; but 
France 


2 
France forced them to adopt them: the princes 
who poſſeſſed dominion and eſtates in them were 
expelled, and their properties ſeized upon ;— 
theſe princes, members of the Germanic Body, 
had recourſe to the head of that body, the Em- 
peror, (bound by oath to maintain the rights of 
all its members) for redreſs. Did the Emperor 
demand juſtice with the ſtern tone of a deſpot? 
Happy, perhaps, for the peace of Europe had 
he done ſo; but he made uſe of remonitrance; 
he applied by negotiation ; he appealed to the 
juſtice of the French legiflature; but he appealed 
in vain ;—a pecuniary indemalficarion was indeed 
offered to the injured princes; but this only 
\ proves the right of the princes, and, of courſe, 
the right they had to refuſe any indemnification. 
Indeed, this generous offer of the National Al- 
ſembly I can only compare to the good-nature 
of a highwayman, who, having ſtript you of your 
| purſe and property, politely offers you a ſhil- 
ling to pay the turnpike. The tie of an oath, 
the voice of common juſtice, then, would have 
juſtified, nay, even ſeemed to neceſſitate the En- 
peror to a declaration of war, But the fling of 
inſulc was added to the wound of injury : the 
Queen of France was branded with the moſt 
foul accuſations, If guilty, her brother would 
have had no reaſon for complaint if ſhe had 
been baniſhed the country ſhe had injured, and 
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kid been font datt to” Vert: but Cold the. 


feelings of a brother ſuffer, without indignation, 


to ſee her perſon conſtantly expoſed to the groſs- 
eſt inſults of an inſolent rabble,—to ſee her ſuf- 
fer the contumelies and cruelties practiſed on 


her by ferocious, callous and vengeful hearts ? 


In a hiſtory of Rome, lately publiſhed, I met 


with a paſſage which ſtruck me fo forcibly, and 


which appears ſo very pertinent, that I cannot 
reſiſt the temptation of quoung. it. 


I mentioning e Tullia, __ was ba- 
niſhed Rome, the hiſtorian ſays: Her own life 
t ſeemed involved in the deſtruction of her huſ- 
« band's throne, and the murder of Aruns, and 


« of Servius Tullius, might well have juſtified 


e the tardy execution. Yet ſome praiſe 1 is due 
ec to the moderation of the Romans, who, amidſt 
the rage of inſurrection, reſpected her per- 
ſonal ſafety, and diſmiſſed her amidſt the 
« reproaches of a city which ſhe had inſulted 


on - 


« by her pride, and polluted wy her e 


This ubliche leffon of ati is not Jravnk 


from the zenith of Roman civilization; but from 
that period of her hiſtory, when ſhe was | emerg- 
| ing from barbariſm. 


How 
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How the French republic has conformed to 


this leſſon, all Europe feels with indignation; 


and I do not think that even the ingenuity of 
your friend Mr. Sheridan, can reconcile it with 
that magnanimily, thet juſtice, that mercy, which, in 
a late debate, he ſaid he knew its leaders to be 


endowed with, The feelings of a brother, the 
duty of a ſovereign would ſufficiently then have 
exonerated the Emperor, had he declared war 
apainſt France. Bur, Sir, I deprecate too much 
the direful calamities attendant upon war, and 


which the learned defender of Thomas Paine 


recited with fo much pathos from Dr. Johnſon, 
I lament too fincerely the effuſion of human 
blood, to wiſh to ſee nations plunged into 
war, for the revenge of perſona] inſults; and 


you, Sir, on the other fide, ſeem to think, that 


the violation of treaties, —that the aſſault of al- 
lies, are not ſufficient pleas to juſtify ſo violent 


a meaſure : I ſhall, therefore, beg leave to urge 


ſome other conſiderations :—When the troops of 
Leopold, the late Emperor, re-entered Brabant, 


the Comte Bethune de Charoft, a Flemiſh no— 


bleman, retired into the French territory, and 


erected a ſtandard near Lifle, to which he invit- 


ed the Brabanters and Flemiſh to flock. This 
Comte Bethune had been refuſed admittance in 
to the committee of Brabant patriots, which had 


been held before the expulſion of Joſeph's troops, 
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at Breda; and had, therefore, led himſelf to 
the democratic party, which the French had 
raiſed in Brabant, at the commencement of their 


Revolution. Many did abſolutely emigrate from 
Brabant and join this ſtandard, and many French- 


men were apprehended in Bruxelles and other 


towns, convicted of debauching the people to 
Join this party, When ſhortly after the Auftrian 
troops, in obedience to a decree of the Empire, 
-re-inſtated the Prince Biſhop of Liege, Mademoi- 
ſelle Therouinge de Mericourt was apprehended 
in that city, attempting to eſtabliſh a Jacobin 
club, and to diſſeminate its principles; deputies 
were received at the bar of the National Con ven- 
tion, accuſing the Biſhop of Liege, and claiming 
the protection of the French. I do not now 
advance any opinion upon the juſtice or injuſtice 
of the cauſe, either of the Brabant or Liege pa- 
triots; but has France any excluſive authority 


to meddle with the internal concerns of other 
countries? Sir, when the Emperor enumerated 
all theſe grievances to the National Aſſembly, 


what was the anſwer? It was this: You have 
given bread to Princes whom we decreed ſhould 
ſtarve; you have given an aſylum to the nobility 

we proſcribed; to the prieſts whom we perſe- 
cuted; to the citizens who dared to diſapprove 

of a conſtitution we framed ; nay, in ſome parts 
of the empire, the Emigrants have been permitted 
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to form themſelves into bodies; we therefore 


declare war to you—we will fix a price for your 


head—we will carry rebellion into the Nether- 
lands, and throughout the whole empire. Theſe, 
Sir, are ſtubborn facts; and warranted by theſe 


facts, I alert, that the French were the inſtigators 


to, the aggreſſors in, and the declarers of this 
war. What was the declaration made to all 
Europe by the combined Kings, that their ſole 


object was to reſtore the rights of the German : 


Princes, to reſtore the unfortunate Lewis to 11. 
berty, and that they would not directly or indi- 


rectly interfere in the conſtitution which the 


people might wiſh to frame? The aſſertion, 
therefore, Sir, which you made, « that com- 


© bined armies entered France, with wwbich they 


©*& had nothing to do, to trample under foot ever 
g P y 


« principle of juſtice and humanity,” is as falſe 
as your opinion, that the ſucceſs of this conſpi- 


racy. would endanger the liberty of man, is 


abſu rd. 


ln order to brig this queſtion to a thort ;flue, 
let us conſider, in the firſt place, the probable con- 
ſequences of the ſucceſs of the combined armies. 
You have the reputation, Sir, of being deeply 


verſed in foreign politics, of underftanding the 
different intereſts of the Courts of Europe, It is 
therefore unneceſſary to enlarge on this ſubject 
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to you ; but I conceive it eſſential to dwell for a 
| ſhort time on this topic, becauſe every man who 


avows himſelf friendly to the league againſt 


France, is ſtigmatiſed as the champion of de- 
ſpotiſm; bara it is become the faſhion to prate 
of armed ruffians, of hordes of afſ ins; becauſe 
many perſons (ignorant of the ſituation which 
Germany and France hold even in the map of. 


Europe) are wonderfully alarmed about the ba, 


lance of power; becauſe a conſpiracy apainft the 2 


berties of mankind is become the catch-word of a 
certain party, dreſt up in terrible array in Jaco- 


pin prints ſet forth with terrific features in con- 
ſtitutional cotreſ pondencies—ſounded by every 
turbulent ſpouter in ale-houſe clubs—and re- 
peated by unfledged Quidnuncs who liſp in poli- 


tics. Let us then, I ſay, Sir, ſuppoſe the com- 
bined armies victorious; ſuppoſe them in poſſeſ- 


ſion of the capital of France, and the whole king- 


dom ſubjugated—Is there any thing to fear for the 
liberties of Frances it to be dreaded that the 


King will be ſeated on a throne of tyranny, with 


a rod of iron for his ſceptre ?—No, Sir, though 
1 am perſuaded that the exceſſes of licentiouſneſs 


have injured the cauſe of liberty, yet T am con- 
vinced that that generous ſpirit is too univerſally 


_ diffuſed to render ſo monſtrous a ſcheme feaſible: 
Il ſee nothing to fear, every thing to hope for, 
on the ſuppoſition alluded to.—I indulged my- 


ſelf 


s | 
ſelf in the brilliant proſpect preſented to me, by | 
the fight of a mild King liberated from capti- 
vity, purſuing the neceſſary means to ſecure the 

| happineſs of his ſubjects, preſented to me by the 

fight of a loyal nobility—of the flower of the 

1 French nation reſtored to their homes and fami— 
by lies; by the fight of the re eſtabliſhment of reli- 

gion, which had been baniſhed from the country 
With its miniſters; in ſhort, by the ſight of the 
| regeneration of order, of juſtice, of ſocial peace, 
and of domeſtic harmony, which had been fo 
long ſtrangers in that unhappy kingdem.—For 
France, therefore, in the ſucceſs of the confe- 
derate powers, I only behold Government ſucceed 
to anarchy, and the ſmile of peace ſoothe the 
grim viſage of civil rancour and- contentions. 
But, Sir, is there any thing to fear for the liber- 
ties of England? for theſe you fay are endan- 
gered by the triumph of thts conſpiracy —1 ſay, Sir, 
England had every advantage to look for i in this 
triumph. Were the confederate powers ſucceſs- 
ful, England would avoid a war which I am 
afraid the conduct of the French Republic will 
render inevitable, and this, Sir, would . 
doubtedly be a great bleſſing. Was France under 
the government of law, Engliſh levellers, de- 
-prived of foreign protection, would hide their 
diminiſhed heads, and fink forgotten and unla- 
8 mented, and this, no doubt, would be another 
1 8 3 
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229) 
moſt invaluable bleſſing— England, therefore, pas 
no cauſe for anxiety from this dreadful conſpi- 


racy.—Let us go a ſtep further, and ſee if there 
exiſts any founded e for the liberty 


of man. 


The great attempt made at univerſal Mo- 


narchy by the Houſe of Auſtria, was in the ſix- 
teenth century, under the reigns of Charles the 
Fifth and Ferdinand the Second The faults 
committed by theſe Sovereigns reſcued Europe 
from the danger with which ſhe was then me- 
naced ; but the preſent fituation of Europe ren- 
ders a fimilar attempt impracticable, The ex- 
| tended empire of Germany is not at preſent under 
the deſpotic power of a fingle Monarch, but di- 


vided into different ſovereignties under one head, 


all intereſted in the welfare of each, and inte- 


reſted to guard equally againſt the encroach- 


ment of the Chief, as againſt any forcign at- 
tacks. The Houſe of Brandenburgh, however 
coaleſced in the preſent inſtance with that of 
Auſtria, muſt always view with jealouſy any 


ſtrides made by the latter towards its aggrandiſe- 


ment add to theſe circumſtances the federative 
| ſyſtem eſtabliſhed between Pruſſia and the two 


maritime powers, and we may »fſure ourſelves 


of the maintenance of the equilibrium of Eu- 
rope, and of the preſervance of its intereſts.— 


In the triumph of this conſpiracy, I do not then, Sir, 


ſce 


( 23 ) 


ſee the ruin of liberty in France—the ruin of liberty in 


 England—the ruin of the liberly of man. — But let us, 
Sir, reverſe the medal, and ſee how far reaſon - 


may not juſtify our fears for the intereſts of all 


Europe. I will then for a moment ſuppoſe what 
the moſt ſanguine friend to France may wiſh, but 
cannot expect to ſee accompliſhed—T will ſup- 
poſe that triumphant over her invaders, France 
has the wiſdom to reſtrain from conqueſt, and 


ſeriouſly to think of forming ſome internal go- 5 


vernment -! aſk, if we can ſuppoſe her ſituation 
ſuch as to permit her to enjoy the repoſe of a 


free and moderate government? I wiſh the an- 
ſwer to this queſtion to be the reſult of a candid 
and diſpaſſionate inveſtigation, free from invec- 
tive on one ſide; and on the other, ſtripped of the 
© Iſe colourings of fancy, and of empty decla- 


mation on the magnanimity, juſtice, and glo- 


rious qualities engendered by liberty, Let us 


conſider man in his real ſtate, ſubject to all thoſe 
paſſions and frailties which are his natural inhe- 
ritance.— Have the French by their revolution 


purged themſelves of all the ſeeds of corruption 
—have they eradicated from their breaſts all 
human paſſions ? — certainly not; — ambition, 
ſelf-intereſt, avarice, revenge—theſe demons, 


— 


who fince the fall of man have afflicted and de- 
ſolated ſociety, ſtill inhabit France; and ſhe Has 
reduced herſelf to that fituation which gives a 
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flimulus to all theſe paſſions, without one barrier 
left to oppoſe their ravages. France, Sir, de- 
ſpiſing the ſubſtantial enjoyment of a rational 
liberty, once within her reach, has graſped at the 


ſhadow of equality, the phantom of a diſordered 


mind.—A French writer ſays, La parfaite &galite 


eſt le beau reve d'un homme du bien, It is, however, 
2 dream, which has proved fatal to Europe. 


Rouſſeau himſelf never imagined his ſyſtem. 
adapted to the ſtate of human nature; and who, 
indeed, a few years back would not have ridi- 
culed the idea of a great nation reducing to prac- 
tice the extravagant theories of a ſaturnine mi- 


ſanthropiſt. 


Notwithſtanding your philippic againſt the 
combined armies, I muft in juſtice ſay, that you 
never was warm in your commendation of the 


Government of France, or of its leaders; and in 
_ debates ſubſequent to your two firſt (not to give 
them a harther term, inconſiderate) ſpeeches you 


even ſeem to admit, that we cannot expect much 
from the latter. Well then, Sir, what proſpe& 


of future happineſs does a nation preſent, ruled 
by a Convention divided in itſelf, and whoſe 


members have jarring intereſts and diſcordant 


principles—a nation compoſed of 24 millions of 


inhabitants, taught to conſider the reſtraint of 
law as an infringement of their rights, taught 
| 40 
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to imagine that liberty ſhould be carried to as 


great an extreme as it is poſſible ſlavery can be 


carried to? A people ſo diſpoſed will revolt 


againſt the curb of authority, though impoſed 
by a National Convention ; and an ambitious and 
able genius (which generally ariſes in times of 


commotion) will have it in his power, by flatter- 
ing the people with independence, to become 

their tyrant. We ſee this to have been the cataſ- 
trophe of the many Republics of Greece and 
Italy; and while experience tells us what has 
been, it points out to us What probably will be. 


The true friend, therefore, to the real happineſs 
and liberties of France, muſt conſider the triumph 
of the ruling faction as moſt fatal to that coun- 


try. Let us examine what views it preſents to 


England. I have already mentioned that the 
ſucceſs of the confederate powers againſt France, 


would, in all probability, have infured us tran- 
_ quillity at home and peace abroad: in the re- 
verſe of the propoſicion I ſee the very reverſe of 


theſe hopes I feel no heſitation to declare lit as = 
my firm opinion, that if it had not been for the 


vigilance and ſage precautions of our Admini- 


ſtration, our ipterna! tranquillity would have 


been already ſhaken. : In the continuance of the 
| firmneſs and wiſdom of our councils, I hope and 
| truſt we ſhall enjoy the continuance of domeſtic 


tranquillity ; i but when doctrines, tending to ſub- 
vert 
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( 26 ) 
vert this tranquillity, meet with preachers in the 
country, encouraged openly and in the face of 


Europe by the propagators of theſe doctrines ; 
1 ſay, Sir, that there is great danger in the ſuc- 


ceſs theſe propagators may meet with in the eſ- 


tabliſhment of their principles. The learned | 


advocate of the author of the Rights of Man has 


lately hazarded ſo many ſtrange affertions in his 
profeſſional line, that I am not ſurpriſed at any 
propoſition he may advance on other ſubjects 
than law—* The plague of the mind,” ſays he, 
very wiſely and very philoſophically, © is not like the 


« plague of the body! We need not, therefore, 


„ he afraid to contaminate ourſelves by an in- 


t intercourſe with the French; we need not ap- 


« prebend that their principles can be tranſ- 


“ ported in a ſhip load of goods.” — I ſay, Sir, 


experience teaches us that the plague of the 
mind is more contagious, if poſſible, than the moſt. 
virulent plague of the body: the corruption of 


morals and principles is more mortal: this men- 


tal corruption ſpreads more widely and with 


greater celerity than the moſt putrid bodily in- 
fection. I remember well, that once you would 


not truſt yourſelf in the ſame room with a perſon 
w hoſe principles you 7hen re probated. I do con- 
fider the French diſtemper to be both dangerous 
and ifcctious, ſo much ſo as to render any in- 


tercourſe 
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( 27 ) 
tercourſe with them to be dreaded to render 
their friendſhip alarming— 
Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes. 
If theſc principles, Sir, are to be dreaded, for 


this is admitted on all ſides; and if ſome in this 


country, which is not denied, have caught this 


| diſeaſe, have we not cauſe to apprehend for 

our internal ſafety, from the predominance of 
theſe principles, and from the ſpreading of this 

| diſeaſe ?—But, Sir, the vigour, the wiſdom of 
Adminiſtration, may avert from us the curſe of 


inteſtine convulſions : I am afraid neither their | 


moderation nor their prudence will be able to 


diſpel the ſtorm which menaces us with war, 
Though war, conſidered abſtractedly, is admitted 


to be one of the greateſt ſcourges of mankind, yet 
inſtances may occur when peace may expoſe hu- 
manity to more remote, but more tremendous ca- 
lamities. In this dilemma TI think England ſtands : 


for I do not think that the can view the over- 


whelming torrent of the French ſyſtem, and not 


attempt to ſtem it, without a ſacrifice of its na- 


tional honour and national juſtice, without a ſur- 
render of the intereſts of all Europe, of the 1 in- 
tereſts and happineſs of W 


I do really conſider war to be ſo Jreadful an 


8 evil, that I conceive a man muſt be an enemy 
70 the Supreme Being and to his works, who 


would 
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( 28 ) 
would recommend it, without a conviction in his 
own breaſt of its neceſſity; I mult therefore beg 
leave to trefpaſs for a ſhort time on your patience, 


while I Rate the grounds on which my conviction 
of this neceſſity reſis, 


Lohr agree ith you that Admioiſtration 
is not entitled to praiſe for its neutrality; I am 
of opinion that it was eaſy to ſee the ſituation we 


ſhould be reduced to by t the triumph of the 


French, and that we might have interiered with 


the moſt ſalutary effect But, Sir, becauſe Ad- 


miniſtration merits blame for not having taken 


an earlier part in this conteſt, are we to cenſure . 
it for taking a part in the preſent moment? No, 


Sir, prudence might have rendered an interfe- 


rence {ome time back highly laudable; neceſſity 


renders this meaſure at preſent an obligation,— 
France has inſulted the Britiſh nation, by admit- 
ting into its Convention Ambafladors from uncon- 


Aitutional ſocieties,” whoſe. mithon was not con- 
fined to compliment the new Republic, and to 


expreſs ibetr admiration of it, but went to libel 


the Britiſh Conſtitution, The French Conven- 
tion, Sir, which has decreed to itſelf all revolu- 
ſionary power, received the appellants againſt our 
Government under their protection, invited them 
to the Honour of their ſeſſions, and promiſed them 


not cal their good wiſhes, but their af? {3:ſtance, in 


die 


r 


9 7 


dye time. This, Sir, is an affront, which Fnoland 


never experienced Fnce it has been a nation, and 
which will remain an indelible blot on the pre- 
ſent page of our hiſtory, if not wiped out by the 
moſt ample fatisfation.— Trance has penetrated 
into the Auftrian Netherlands, and ſpirited up 


the inhabitants of thoſe countries to rebel egaint. 


their Sovereign, not with the view to eſtablich 


but to overturn that conſtitution of which Eng- 


land is a gvarantce: — France, Bir, has decline 1 
its omnipotence, not only over heaver and earth, 
but over the waters, and has ordered the open» 
ing of the River Scheldr, which by treaties, 
and by our alliance with Holland, we are bound 
to oppoſe; the voice, therefore, of national _ 
honour, the voice of national faith, forbid us to 


remain paſſive ſpectators of the prefent conteſt, 
You, indeed, Sir, have pointed out the mode of 
negotiation to redeem our honour; and a noble 

Marquis, whom, no doubr, all Foreign courrs tft 
with their ſecrets, quiets our confciences with 

regard to the faith pledged to our allics, by aſ- 
ſuring us that he knows that Holland does n+ 

wiſh for our interference) and has no objection 


to the opening of the S. heldt. 


As to your oropobirien of negotiation, I do not 
believe a propoſition ſo diſgraceful to England 
ever XHained the journals of our Parliament.— 
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Send an Ambaſſadot to France, in what predica- 


ment will he ſtand? he will appear before the 


National Convention with Mr. Froft (for whom 
our Government has offered a reward) as plain- 
tiff, and with Mr. Paine (whom an Engliſh Jury 
has found guilty of a moſt ſeditious libel againſt 
our Conſtitution) as Judge. There is not an 
Engliſhman, not one I am ſure of Britiſh feel- 
ings, who would accept of fo humiliating an of- 
fice; and if humiliating to the individual, how 
degrading muſt it be to the nation which he 


would repreſent? But you urge, *“ was not the 


60 Republic of this country readily acknowledged 


e at the time of Cromwell ?—Did not Courts 


« vie in their civilities to our new form of Go- 


„ vernment after the execution of Charles! * 


When you argue ' by precedent, you ought, Sir, 
to ſtate the different circumſtances of the caſe 


When England adopted a new form of Govern” 


ment for itſelf, had it the inſolence to proſcribe 


that form of Government to other countries? 


Did ſhe declare war to every form of Govern- 


ment but her own? Did ſhe conſtitute herſelf 
arbitreſs of the rights of all nations, and judge 
between Sovereigns and their ſubjects? the 
; gromen enemy to . N can not aſſert it. 


ſo, every Ends mu . a negotiation 5 
a8 as highly derogatory to the dignity of the Britiſh 


nation, 


„ 


nation. But the call of our pligbted faith is as 


peremptory as that of our honour, As to the 
aſſertion of the noble Marquis aliuded ta, I 
can give no credit to his information of the 
diſpoſition of the Hollanders, becauſe it was 
contradicted by the Secretary of State, be- 
cauſe it is contradicted by common ſenſe. 
Some metaphyſical advocates for the rights 


of nature lay great ſtreſs upon the idea of 


rivers being common to all nations: the ab- 
ſurdity of this doctrine was ſo ably and fatisfac- 
torily demonſtrated by Mr. Jenkinſon, that I 


thall only make one obſervation, that indepen- 
dent of the right created by treaty, the Hol- 
landers have an exclufive claim to the navigation 
of the scheldt, as being the acquirement of their 
induſtry.—But, Sir, you have advanced a hint, 


as you call it, which I conceive ſtrongly enforces 


the neceffity of our immediate interference in 
regard of Holland :——You ſay that, Even 


„ in Holland, if the conteſt became ſerious, 
„there would be high divifions, for the 


„ haughty ariſtocracy there, it is well known, 


ce are anti-Stadtholderian.” I ſay, Sir, the very 


| dread of the preponderance of the anti-Stadt- 
holderian faction is a ſufficient motive to 
rouſe our attention and energy. Should that 
party be triumphant, it muſt call in the aid and 
court the alliance of France, the conſequence of 


which 
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(32 ) 
which would prove moſt fatal to England, We 
enjoy, at preſent, unrivalled the dominion of the 
ſeas; while we preſerve this dominion, ſecure in 
our wooden walls, we may brave the open or in- 
| fidious attacks of France, or any power. But, if 
£Z France ſucceeded to ſeparate us from. Holland, 
| : and acquires the aſſiſtance of their fleet, ſhe wier 
|. attempt, and perhaps ſucceſsfully, not only to 
extend her ſway over the Continent, but to ride 
triumphant on the ocean—not only, then, the 
faith we owe to our allies, but our own interett, 
our own exiſtence, requires our exertions to ſu p- 
port the Stadtholder, and oppoſe the extrance 
of the French into Holland. — But, Sir, let us 
extend our view beyond one country, and we 
ſhall find, that England is called upon to act in 
this conteſt in the name of the intereſts of all 
Europe; for I now aſſert, that the ſucceſs of the 
French arms is not only hoſtile to the happineſs 
of France, hoſtile to the ſafety of England, but 5 
to the well- being and liberties of man. 1 
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When Mr. Burke ſaid 1 be Meute of Com 
„ mmaons that England was actually at war with 
0 France, this aſſertion was drowned in the hear 
0 : Him's of your phalanx, and rebuked by the far. 
WR : caſm of a Sheridan, and the delicate and atlic ſatire 
Wh of a Courtenay—But the wit of theſe Honour- 
Wl = able Gentlemen cannor—does not affect the truth 
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( 33 ) 


of the poſition. To be at war with another 


power it is not neceſſary that we ſhould declare 
war to that power; it is ſufficient if that power 


has declared war to us. 


Now, Sir, that France has declared war againſt 


every Government in Europe, is, I am afraid, a 
too melancholy truth. Mr. Sheridan very ſhrewd. - 
ly obſerved, that he ſuppoſed that Mr, Burke, 


from the information he gave the Houſe, was in 


the ſecrets of our Miniſters: I cannot anſwer 
whether that Right Honourable Gentleman is or 


is not; but I know that it is not neceſſary to be 


admitted into the ſecrets of the French legiſla- 
tors to warrant the aſſertion I have made—They 


make no myſtery of their intentions; they have 
promulgated the object of their miſſion; they 


have pronounced to the whole univerſe, that 


they are choſen and appointed 20 feach and inſtruct : 


all nations. Not long after the meeting of the 
National Convention, on the occaſion of the 
French troops entering the Savoy, Monſieur 


Danton made the following profeſſion, which, 


as it met with the applauſe and approbation of 


the Convention, it is not uncandid to conſider _ 


as the profeſſion of that Aſſembly: —“ At the 
ce ſame time that we give liberty to ſurrounding | 
. nations, we ought to ſay to them, you muſt 
have no more Kings, for while you are ſur- 


60 rounded by tyrants, their coalition might en- 
F danger 
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« danger our own liberty. Men the French na- 
« tion ſent us hither (mark this) as deputies, they 
ce created a grand Committee of the general inſurrection 


& of all people.” Permit me to obſerve, by way 


of parentheſis, that it was to this grand Committee 
of the general inſurrection of all people, that you wiſhed 
to adviſe the King of Great Britain to fend a de- 

Pa. 


* 


thats then, Sir, the National Convention has 
openly declared its miffion ; it has lately gone 


further, and launched its anathemas againſt all 


infidels who refuſe to acknowledge it —You 
have certainly read the formula of the new reli- 
gion preſented by Monfieur Cambon, in the name 
of the military and diplomatic committees ; 1 


© ſhall beg leave to recite two articles: 5 


«1, The French nation declares its revolutionary 5 


| power. 


- = 11; The French natien declares; ther they will 
confider as enemies thoſe people, ro, refuſing 
liberty, ſhall enter into any negotiation or accommodation 


with their Owe” 


This! is the nation for whoſe ſucceſs you felt 
ſo much joy, becauſe it was ſtruggling Tor its 
liberties againſt deſpots. By what fatality, Sir, 
does! it happen that a ecke of your pene- 
tration 


"Q's ) 


tration makes uſe of arguments, and deals forth 


reproaches and alluſions which are moſt forcibly 
retorted on yourſelf, Thus, the inconſiſtency of 
the Miniſter is one of your favourite themes, 


while, during this ſhort ſeſſion, you have not 
made two ſpeeches which are conſiſtent; thus, 


in one of them you wittily alluded to brother 
Peter, in the Tale of the Tub, whoſe celebrated 
anathema the French Convention (whoſe tri- 
umph you with for) has literally imitated ; for 
it has declared its ſupremacy, it has publiſhed 
its doctrines, and devoted to d———n all who 
offer to believe otherwiſe. At the eſtabliſh- 


ment of the French Revolution we heard of no- 


thing but of laying the foundation of the peace 
and happineſs of all Europe; the miſt of ig- 
norance and barbarity was diſpelled, and Kings 
could no longer ſquander the lives and proper- 
ties of their ſubjects, to gratify projects of am- 
bition, or to purſue revenge; the golden age 
was renewed, we were all to revert to the hap- 
Py ftate of nature, and all the inhabitants of the _ 
globe to be bound only by the filken bonds of 
mutual friendſhip and brotherly harmony,— 
Happy, happy dream! but, alas! how illuſfive— 
and how tranſient ! How ſoon were we awoke 
to all the horrors of the iron age! This promiſed 
reform, which was to wear the countenance of 
angels, appeared in the ghaſtly features of pro- 
{criptions and aſſaſſinations, 
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Europe has, indeed, nothing to fear at preſent 
from the ambition of a deſpot. The meek and 
gentle Lewis the XVIth—no, not even a Lewis 
the XVIth could threaten it with ſubjection ! 
But it has great cauſe to tremble for its liberties, 
from the incurſions of a people who have de- 
_ clared their intentions to diſſeminate their prin- 
ciples with the ſword; Europe has cauſe to 
tremble for its religion, its laws, and its go- 
verment, from the ſucceſs of a. people who have 
trampled them under foot in every country into 
which they have carried their victorious arms. 
| Witneſs the Savoy, which, without any alledg- 
ed affront, without any pretext, they invaded, 
tore from its fovereign, and annexed to their 
empire as an eighty-fourth department. : 
Witneſs the territories of the Roman Pontiff, 
which they have unjuſtly ſeized, whoſe capital 
they have menaced, becauſe he is the head of 
the church of their fathers, — becauſe they have 
_ decreed to overturn every * spiritual 
or temporal. 
Witneſs the fruitful and flouriſhing principa- 
tities of the empire, which they have deſolated 
and laid waſte; baniſhed the princes and nobles 
from their palaces and abodes; ſtripped them 
of their properties, becauſe they had exerciſed 
hoſpitality; plundered the houſes of bankers, for 
the ſole crime of having, in the line of buſineſs, 
received the funds of expatriated Frenchmen; 
levied 


a *y 


7 


1.4 


levied the heavieſt colitributions upon the peo- 
ple; and, ina word, exerciſed every ſpecies of 
injuſtice and oppreſſion, 

' Witneſs the Biſhoprick of Liege, whoſe newly- 


elected ſovereign, who had never entered into 
any league againſt them, they forced to fly from 
his country, in which they eſtabliſhed the de- 


mocratic ſyſtem, with an intention of erecting it 
into an eighty-fifth ee of the French | 
republic. 

Witneſs the Auſtrian Flanders and; Waben 


which they entered under the mask of friendſhip, 
and with the title of defenders; but to which 
(becoming maſters) they preſcribed their. „„ 


laws and dictated their own form of government, 
oppoſite to, and ſubverſive of that conſtitution 
which the Belgians ſo dearly cheriſh, and for the 
preſervation of which they have, for the laſt ten 
years, been ſtruggling equally with the under- 
mining intrigues of democracy, as with the 


overt attacks of power. 


Witneſs, in fine, the inſtructions given by the 
ſovereign Convention to their generals; go, ſay 
theſe inſtructions, go and erect the ſtandard of 
ſedition and rebellion in every country—eradicate 
from the ſurface of Europe every veſtige of Go- 


vernment, of order and of religion plant in every 


foreign ſoil the tree of liberty, and moiſten it 


with the blood of thoſe people who refuſe to 
worſhip our idol. | | 


Sir, 
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Sir, I aefy the warmeſt enthuſiaſt of repub- 
licaniſm, I defy the moſt audacious leveller, I 
defy all the powers of your own eloquence to 


ſubvert one fingle fact which I have advanced; 
and this being the fair ſtatement of the preſent 
conteſt, is it not with juſtice that IT repeat that 
your aſſertion, © that combined armies entered 
France, with which they had nothing to do, to 
trample under foot every principle of juſtice 
«© and humanity, and that the ſucceſs of this 
&« conſpiracy menaced the ruin of the liberty of 


« mankind,” is falſe and abſurd ? Is it not with 


| juſtice, that I conſider your exultation in the vic- 
tory obtained by Dumourier at Jemmappe to be 
indecent ? Is it not with juſtice that I pronounce 
the political principles which you have ad- 
vanced in the diſcuſſion of the French affairs to 
be of the moſt pernicious tendency ?—The pre- 
ſent conteſt, therefore, is not to decide the petty 


intereſts of ambition or of avarice—in its termi- 


nation the great cauſe of the liberty, govern- 
ment and religion of every community is in- 


vol ved. 


The ferment which agitates Wan muſt be 


: allayed and order re-eſtabliſhed, or Europe, the 
prey of Gothic innovators, muſt fink into the 
abyſs of anarchy, and be buried in the ruins of 
government and religion, Every individual who 
. with either party in this conteſt is not 
Rn impelled 


impelled by an attachment to a Cæſar or te a 
Pompey, but actuated by the influence of his 
principles On one ſide are diſplayed the ban- 


ners of democracy, under which are arranged 


the pertinacious ſectaries of the new philoſophy, 
the deluded viſionaries of equality, the enemies 
of all conſtituted authorities: on the other fide 


is erected the ſtandard of loyalty and of honour, : 


around which are rallied the lovers of order and 
of peace, the ſupporters of the throne and of 
the altar, the friends of the true liberty and hap- 
pineſs of mankind. Who can heſitate on what 


fide to place himſelf—who is there, who feels the 
impulſe of honour or religion, who will not fight 


for its deareſt intereſts—what parent, who feels 


any concern for the happineſs of the riſing ge- 


neration, but will, like Amilcar, lead his young 


Hannibal into the temple of his fathers, and 


bid him ſwear on its ſacred ſhrine never to ſheathe 


| his ſword, until he ſees Gallic pride humbled, 
| rebellion cruſhed, and atheiſm extirpated ? 3 


1 have Loa 1 diffats on the ſubjec of 
continental polities, becauſe the cauſe of the pre- 
ſent conteſt has been miſrepreſented by igno- 


rance and malice,- —- becauſe the decided opinion 


which you, Sir, pronounced on the conteſt has 


| ſtrengthened this miſrepreſentation, and tended 
to inſpire with freſh courage and audacity the 
diſheartened levellers, and at the ſame time to 
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| Rigmatize: arid esd the defenders of WY 


ticeandof religion.—A love for this ſacred caſe, 


a a hope of ſerving my country, and compaſſion 
for the unfortunate victims, who, ao. 
their homes and their properties to follow the 
paths of loyalty and of principle, may now ex- 
claim aut oft perdu bormis Phonneur—are the mo- 
tives which have induced me to endeavour to 
tear from the viſage of truth the maſk W 
Wia it has Been covered. 


fe hope 1 ho” bene this task t to * au 


kaction of thoſe who are not determined to ſhut 
their eyes to reaſon and to facts; I'thall not, 
therefore, treſpaſs longer on your time, but 
conclude with begging of you to attend to the 
peculiar fituation of the preſent times. Let pot. 
your oppoſition to Government be continued on 


the narrow grounds of a ſtruggle for power— 


let not perſonal conſiderations ſeduce | you to 


become the dupe of faction. Your genius, your 
talents command the admiration of your cotem-. 
poraries; many endowments of the heart conci- 
liate their eſteem. May not the hiſtorian in re- 


_-cording them be obliged to write at the bottom 


15 "Fu ee 00G cure on his virtues, they 
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